A Skeleton in Triassic Rocks in the Brooks Range Foothills
Fragments of vertebrate fossils are found in beds of the Shublik Formation, which blanketed most of northern Alaska during Triassic time. Although articulated remains are uncommon, one partial skeleton was discovered in 1950 during exploration of Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 41. Tourtelot and Tailleur revisited the site in 1968 during study of oil shales in northern Alaska (supported by the U.S. Navy Office of Petroleum and Oil Shale Reserves and by the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory) and found the skeleton still well enough preserved to merit expert examination.
In 1970, Mull placed a sign, prepared by W. C. Black of the US. Geological Survey, requesting preservation of the skeleton for future collection, now feasible because of easier access to the area. This note calls attention to the existence of the skeleton and reports on what has been observed of the vertebrate remains.
Figs. 1 and 2 locate the site (68"37'15" N., 157"35'W.) Helicopters offer the only practical access to the site, for the nearest lake on which a float plane can land is more than 10 miles away. Transportation for preliminary inspection could probably be arranged with any geologic field party working within a hundred miles of the locality. Collection of the skeleton would require that an outfit be landed near the outcrop by ski plane in the spring and retrieved during the fall or winter.
We cannot judge the quality or significance of the skeleton but feel that it should be examined by a vertebrate paleontologist as it could yield valuable information on life in the seas during Triassic time at a present arctic latitude. and reburied and will be followed continuously. Population characteristics of sedges invading small ponds and drained lake systems were further investigated.
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Three-and-a-half weeks were spent at the National Museum of Natural History camp on Bathurst Island. During this period six sedge meadows were selected and analysed for comparison with the Devon Island meadows. Five permanent plots were also established and mapped and populations of Carer stuns collected for both seed and morphological measurements.
A project to investigate the revegetation of vehicle-disturbed sedge meadows with native Carex species was also initiated. Six sites of heavy disturbance were located on the ground. These areas were then subdivided into various treatment blocks. Analysis of plantings of Carex stans as well as natural revegetation in some blocks will be monitored in following seasons. A detailed report of the last-mentioned project is at present being prepared for the Arctic Institute of North America and the Canadian Wildlife Service which supported the study.
VEGETATION STUDIES ON THE INTERIOR PLATEAU
Vegetation studies were initiated on the Plateau to the east of Base Camp during the 1972 season. The Plateau is spatially isolated from the lowlands by a vertical escarpment approximately 300 m. in height. Though the two areas are contiguous, the influence of controlling environmental conditions appears very different. These differences are reflected in the dichotomy of floristic composition and vegetation cover of the Plateau and Lowland. On 27 July, the Plateau became snow-free. A 2.4 km. transect was placed east from the Plateau margin to the interior. The transect crossed a number of habitats, including solifluction terraces, stripes and sorted nets. Four maximum-minimum thermometer enclosures
